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THE EDITOR’S NOTE

The increase and the concentration of population in urban areas, especially in the big cities and their 

completely change the behavior and relationships among the residents of the city, accelerate the mobility 



10

criteria, may or may not lead to unnecessary investments, and possibly threaten the sustainability of the 
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Prof. Dr. Maros Finka 

Abrstract: The role of cities as innovation cores has been broadly discussed in academic, as well as 
popular press stressing that the urbanity, as the core quality of cities, offers proper creative environment for 
innovative ideas. 

address research and development, digital transformation and innovative forms of entrepreneurship. This 
trend demonstrates the wide use of EU funds to foster innovation in the territories of the cities and urban 
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FIGURE 1:

natural circular evolutionary innovation processes building up on their endogenous potentials and to adapt 



social  groups and communities negatively affected by the combination of rapid technology development not 

public governance interventions into urban development, including the planning interventions, seems to get 

FIGURE 2: 

and their changing role in the economy, ecology and societal development, it is about the public sector 
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FIGURE 3:

-

including nature-based solutions for development, restoration and rehabilitation of urban social 
-

self-learning open community to meet the shared human challenges of the environment and de-
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-

-

innovations
-
-

their surrounded areas in permanent dynamic transformation including instabilities, internal bifurcations, 

  

FIGURE 4: The concept of 3 interlinked innovations domains
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sustainable management, restoration and rehabilitation for novel forms of governance models to foster 

domains and inspiring many city-relevant sectors and areas, including cultural tourism, consumer 

REFERENCES 

M. FINKA:  THE CITIES AS INNOVATION HUBS – CHALLENGE FOR PLANNING 



PRACTICE MAKES SMARTER?  A FOCUS ON 
TURKISH AND SLOVAK SMART CITY PRACTICES

Dr. Milan Husár

Senior Researcher 

Abstract: 

of human capital, social cohesion, economy, governance, environment, mobility and transportation, 

The aim of the research is to focus more on Turkish and Slovak smart city practices and to evaluate 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

up until more recent ideas of green cities or sustainable cities aiming at making the cities better, healthier 

continuation of these efforts to make cities more liveable, vibrant, socially just and environmentally friendly, 

encompassing idea than simple rolling out of technologies in the city and their use to make city more 

stanbul, Bursa, 

implementation of smart cities in Turkey and Slovakia based on available resources related to smart city 

2. SMART CITIES

Development of the society including the economic dimension, particularly in the EU, is closely linked to 

aspects of life of the society starting from agricultural sector, industry, services up to shift from government 

due to concentration of economic, social and cultural activities in the space of cities and city regions, 
cities are key for the development and represent accelerating force of the economy based on innovations 

city began to be discussed in both academic circles and among practitioners or urban planning and decision 
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Majority of publications related to smart cities are discussing and focusing on the technical issue of smart 

of spatial approach in urban development, for instance social issues, logistics or other aspects of smart 

development of urban areas including aspects of infrastructure, technologies and democracy and stress the 

 2.2 Sceptics of smart cities  

and positive connotations often connected to smart cities and their promotion as the future of urban 

highly modernist discourse of control and perfect real-time anticipation brought under a kind of panoptic 
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 2.3 Smart governance  

governance in this regard includes participation in decision making, public and social services transparent 

3.  SMART CITY CONCEPT IN PRACTICE 

 3.1 National level in Turkey
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Development Plans prepared by Ministry of Development is accepted as one of the leading advisory 

1

resources allocated to smart cities, inability to make innovations for needs in local governments, challenges 

of interagency coordination and cooperation, inability to perform monitoring and evaluation of projects 

 3.2 Local level in Turkey

 ET AL.: PRACTICE MAKES SMARTER?  A FOCUS ON TURKISH AND SLOVAK SMART CITY PRACTICES



The one of the most important actors in the implementation of smart city projects in Turkey undoubtedly 

by local governments in implementing the smart city policies introduced by the government are the issues 

4. METHODOLOGY 

participation in decision making, public and social services transparent governance in political strategies 

5. CASE STUDIES 

Province Population -

Adana-1

19

19

14

40

Population 

Bratislava

1
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fact that they are the highest level of management in local government besides local branches of national 

 5.1. Cases from Turkey 



Municipal council decides on the type and location of the projects and the public procurement process 

BURSA
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are given most importance because these sectors agglomerates and have bigger share in the production 
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 5.2 Cases from Slovakia
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6. DISCUSSION 

sector it is natural that concepts such as smart city are used as a tool for development, as a marketing tool 

of technologies into the urban fabric for the sake of technologies and investments rather than actual 

simple yet effective tools underlined by evidence from hundreds of irrigation systems from all over the 
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st

re-active to problems as opposed to actively and continuously developing solutions, strategies and systems 

7. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, apart from the different practices and approaches from both sides of these countries, there 
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